 
	
MINUTES 
OF THE SESSION OF THE WORKING GROUP OF THE 
XXIII SECRETARIAT OF THE CONGRESS OF THE LEADERS OF WORLD AND TRADITIONAL RELIGIONS

On September 15, 2025, the Working Group of the XXIII Secretariat of the Congress of the Leaders of World and Traditional Religions held a session in Astana.
The session included:

REPRESENTATIVES OF ISLAM:

Osama Fakhry – Head of the Central Department for Mosques and the Holy Quran Affairs of the Ministry of Awqaf of Egypt, Doctor.
Zahra Rashidbeygi – Head of the Department for Dialogue between Islam and Orthodox and Protestant Churches of the Center for Interreligious and Intercultural Dialogue, Doctor (Iran).
[bookmark: _Hlk178177651]Muhammad Zia Ul-Haq – Director General of the Islamic Research Institute at the International Islamic University of Islamabad, Doctor (Pakistan).

REPRESENTATIVES OF CHRISTIANITY:

[bookmark: _Hlk178177789]Ilya Kashitsyn – Secretary for Interreligious Relations of the Department for External Church Relations of the Moscow Patriarchate, Executive Secretary of the Interreligious Council of Russia, priest.
Reverend Father Laurent Basanese – Head of Office of Islamic Affairs of the Dicastery for Interreligious Dialogue of the Holy See, Vatican.
Rostislav Novgorodov – Bishop, Primate of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in the Republic of Kazakhstan.
Jo Bailey Wells – Deputy Secretary General of the Anglican Communion, Bishop for Episcopal Ministry of the Anglican Communion (Great Britain).

REPRESENTATIVE OF JUDAISM:
[bookmark: _Hlk178177874]Shlomo Kook – Representative of the Ashkenazi Chief Rabbi of Israel, Rabbi.

REPRESENTATIVE OF BUDDHISM:
[bookmark: _Hlk178177891]Moon Jong – Director of the Department of Missionary Research of the Jogye Order of Korean Buddhism (Republic of Korea).
REPRESENTATIVE OF HINDUISM:
Rudraksha Sakrikar – Associate Professor at Somaiya Vidyavihar University, Doctor (India).

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE REPUBLIC OF KAZAKHSTAN:
Akan Rakhmetullin – Deputy Head of the Secretariat of the Congress of the Leaders of World and Traditional Religions, First Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Kazakhstan.
Kanat Iskakov – Deputy Head of the Secretariat of the Congress of the Leaders of World and Traditional Religions, Vice Minister of Culture and Information of the Republic of Kazakhstan.
Gulsana Kozhabay – Chairman of the Management Board of the Non-profit Joint Stock Company “International Center for Interfaith and Interreligious Dialogue”.
Bolat Sarsenbayev – Commissioner for the Promotion of the goals and objectives of the Congress of the Leaders of World and Traditional Religions.

During the session of the Working Group of the Secretariat of the Congress, the following Agenda was unanimously adopted:
1.	Exchange of views on preparations for the VIII Congress of the Leaders of World and Traditional Religions and the XXIII Session of the Secretariat of the Congress.
2.	Discussion of the Agenda of the VIII Congress of the Leaders of World and Traditional Religions.
3.	 Discussion and approval of candidates for the status of “Goodwill Ambassador of the Congress of the Leaders of World and Traditional Religions”.
4.	 Approval of the final document – DECLARATION of the 
VIII Congress of the Leaders of World and Traditional Religions.
5.	Determining the date and venue of the XXIV Session of the Secretariat of the Congress and the IX Congress of the Leaders of World and Traditional Religions.
6.	Adoption of the Minutes of the Session of the Working Group of the Secretariat of the Congress of the Leaders of World and Traditional Religions.
During the session of the Working Group of the Secretariat of the Congress, a constructive and fruitful exchange of views took place on all items of the Agenda. 
All members of the Working Group of the Secretariat participated in the speeches and discussions on the above-mentioned issues.
Taking into consideration the suggestions of the participants of the Session of the Working Group of the Secretariat, the following decisions were made:
1. To take into account the information provided by the Kazakh side on the preparations for the VIII Congress of the Leaders of World and Traditional Religions and the XXIII Session of the Secretariat of the Congress.
2. To approve the Agenda of the VIII Congress of the Leaders of World and Traditional Religions.

3. To approve and recommend for election as Goodwill Ambassadors of the Congress of the Leaders of World and Traditional Religions the following persons:
Anthony – Metropolitan of Volokolamsk, Chairman of the Department for External Church Relations of the Moscow Patriarchate (Russia).
Muhammad Zia Ul-Haq – Director General of the Islamic Research Institute at the International Islamic University of Islamabad, Doctor (Pakistan).
Afra Al Sabri – Director General of the Ministry of Tolerance and Coexistence (UAE).
Michael Hübner – General Secretary of the Evangelical Lutheran Union of Martin Luther (Germany).
Bolat Sarsenbayev – Commissioner for the Promotion of the goals and objectives of the Congress of the Leaders of World and Traditional Religions.

4. To approve the draft final document – the DECLARATION of the 
VIII Congress of the Leaders of World and Traditional Religions.
5. To recommend that the Secretariat of the Congress hold the 
XXIV Session of the Secretariat of the Congress on 7 October 2026 in Astana.
For the purpose of proper preparation of the XXIV Session of the Secretariat of the Congress, to convene the next Session of the Working Group of the Secretariat of the Congress on 6 October 2026.
To recommend that the Secretariat of the Congress hold the 
IX Congress of the Leaders of World and Traditional Religions in 2028 in Astana.
6. To adopt the Minutes of the Session of the Working Group of the Secretariat of the Congress of the Leaders of World and Traditional Religions.
7. To inform the religious leaders of the decisions made.
Done in Astana on 15 September, 2025 in a single original copy in Kazakh, Russian, English, Arabic, Farsi, Hebrew and Korean, where all language versions of the document are equally valid.
The Minutes shall be kept at the Headquarters of the Secretariat of the Congress of the Leaders of World and Traditional Religions – the International Center for Interfaith and Interreligious Dialogue, which shall promptly send to each Party its certified copy.

Republic of Kazakhstan, Astana
September 15, 2025          
          
_______________________________
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